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Introduction

The summer 2022 examination was the first full exam series since 2019 and was taken by 
candidates affected by the pandemic. As such, advance information was provided to help 
candidates to focus their revision time and offered them details of the focus of the content in 
the 1PS0/01 examination. The performance of the candidates is summarised below, with 
advice on how to improve in future series.

Candidates in this series generally performed well on the short, factual knowledge and 
understanding based questions. Questions 1 and 11 were indicative of this, where 
candidates were mostly able recall accurate information from content requested from the 
specification. It is likely that the advance information helped candidates to prepare better for 
these questions.

Questions that required AO1 knowledge and understanding and AO2 application were not 
quite as well answered as the generic responses, but generally candidates still found the 
questions accessible. On some questions it was the knowledge and understanding where 
candidates did well, perhaps aided by the advance information which gave the focus for all 
the questions. Questions 3 and 8a were indicative of this. On other questions, it was the 
application where candidates performed better and either did not or could not include the 
AO1 content adequately. Questions 19a and 26 were indicative of this.

Questions that required strengths and/or weaknesses showed a mixed performance. There 
were two questions where candidates found these really accessible, but the rest they found 
difficulty with in general. The advance information may again have influenced candidate 
performance as they were given the focus of these questions, but the application skills are 
also necessary on these questions, as well as suitable elaboration which candidates have 
typically found difficulty with on this paper to date. Candidate performance was higher on 
questions 13b and 24a than questions 4b, 8b, and 18b, which performed far more as they 
have in past series'.

Questions that required a conclusion were as accessible as usual to candidates, which a 
varied performance which has tended to convey that if candidates have developed the 
necessary skills to respond to the questions, using the unseen stimulus material 
appropriately, they perform well on these across the paper. Questions 10 and 20 were 
indicative of this.

The questions where an improvement was required were less well responded to on this 
paper. Advance information cannot really help with this question type and it showed that 
skills, such as this, is something that could be focused on by centres to improve in future 
series. Questions 9b and 24b were indicative of this.
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Typically, candidates have generally found difficulty with the first essay, but in this series the 
performance was of a higher standard than previous series. This is likely due to the advance 
information as it was evident that candidates were more prepared for this content to be 
assessed in an extended manner, with a lot of similar content presented by candidates. 
Whilst this was an improvement than in previous series, there is still a lot that can be 
improved going forward. The second essay was synoptic and performed very similarly to 
previous series with a full range of responses, but most candidates find this difficult due to 
the skills required in selecting relevant and appropriate material from the course, but it does 
give them an opportunity to stretch and challenge.

The remainder of this Examiner Report will focus on each individual question which can be 
used to help prepare candidates for future 1PS0/01 examinations.
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Question 1

Question 1 required candidates to provide a suitable definition of morality for one mark and 
give an appropriate example for one mark.

The best responses gave both an appropriate definition and example, with weaker responses 
only giving a definition or not giving an appropriate definition or example.

Two marks was the most frequent mark, with one mark second most frequent, for this 
question, so overall candidates performed well.

This response was awarded 2 marks. One mark for an accurate 
definition and one for a suitable example.
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Question 3

Question 3 required candidates to provide suitable understanding of the role of the medulla 
for one mark (AO1) and give appropriate exemplification of the role of the medulla to the 
scenario for one mark (AO2).

The best responses gave both appropriate understanding of the role of the medulla and 
suitable exemplification, with weaker responses only giving exemplification or understanding 
of the role of the medulla or neither.

The most usual mark for candidates was one for this question, usually for the AO1 only.

This response was awarded 2 marks. One mark for accurate 
understanding of the role of the medulla, and one for exemplification 
of how the role of the medulla can be used to explain the scenario.
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Question 4 (a)

Question 4a required candidates to provide suitable understanding of Piaget’s Theory of 
Cognitive Development for one mark (AO1). A second mark was available for appropriate 
exemplification of the theory to the scenario for one mark (AO2).

The best responses gave both understanding from the theory and then applied this 
appropriately to the scenario. Weaker responses gave understanding of the theory or 
exemplification only. The weakest responses used an inappropriate part of the theory for the 
scenario in an irrelevant way.

This response was awarded 1 mark. One mark for accurate 
understanding of Piaget's Theory of Cognitive Development. More is 
needed for the exemplification to the scenario (the name alone is not 
enough).
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Question 4 (b)

Q4b required candidates to identify a strength and weakness of using Piaget’s Theory of 
Cognitive Development to account for the scenario for two marks (AO2). Then they had to 
justify the strength and weakness fully, for a further two marks (AO3).

The best responses gave a strength and weakness of using the theory to account for the 
scenario and fully justified their ideas. Weaker responses identified the strength or weakness 
but did not justify them or gave generic statements.

Candidates generally found this question difficult, with many generic responses, which are 
not creditworthy. Very few candidates were able to achieve full marks, so this is a focus for 
improvement on future series’.
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This response was awarded no marks. The strength is generic and 
would require more for the identification mark. The weakness is 
generic and, therefore, cannot be awarded credit (the name alone is 
not enough for application).
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Question 5 (a)

Q5a required candidates to give an appropriate conclusion that could be made from the data 
provided in Table 1 for one mark, with a further mark awarded for justification of the 
conclusion through analysis/interpretation.

The best responses gave a clear conclusion regarding social learning to improve social 
development and then supported this with relevant evidence from the table. Weaker 
responses tended to either give a conclusion only. Some responses only repeated 
information from the table with no conclusion, which should be avoided in future series’.

There was a mixed performance on this question with candidates’ marks spread across the 
full mark range. Where they obtained no marks, this was because they did not give an 
appropriate conclusion, therefore this is a focus for future series’.

This response was awarded 2 marks. One mark for identification of an 
appropriate conclusion (towards the end), and one for justification 
through analysis/interpretation (towards the start).
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Question 5 (b)

Q5b required candidates to identify a relevant improvement for the investigation, for one 
mark, with a further mark for justification of the improvement provided.

The best responses gave a relevant improvement, usually focussed on the teacher(s), and 
then support this with justification. Weaker responses gave an improvement only or 
suggested an inappropriate improvement for the investigation.

Candidates generally found it difficult to suggest an appropriate improvement to the 
investigation, with many focussing only on the sample size, which does not necessarily make 
the study more representative alone. Questions like these are a focus for future series’.

This response was awarded 2 marks. One mark for identification of a 
relevant improvement, and one for justification of the improvement.
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Question 7

Q7 required candidates to describe the difference between attention and rehearsal for two 
marks.

The best responses gave an explicit difference between the terms, using connectives such as 
‘whereas’ or ‘however’. Weaker responses gave two separate definitions (this was an implicit 
comparison, obtaining one mark), or gave incorrect or tautological definitions.

Candidates’ marks were split across the mark range fairly evenly, with the most common 
mark one out of two.

This response was awarded 2 marks. Two marks for an accurate, 
appropriate comparison, using connectives.
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Question 8 (a)

Q8a required candidates to provide suitable understanding of Multi-store Model of Memory 
for one mark (AO1) and give appropriate exemplification of the theory to the scenario for one 
mark (AO2).

The best responses showed clear understanding of the theory, focussing on either the short-
term or long-term stores most frequently, then applied this in a relevant way to the scenario 
given. Weaker responses showed understanding of the theory or applied the theory to the 
scenario only.

Performance was mixed on this question, with candidates who did gain credit fairly evenly 
split between one and two marks.

This response was awarded 2 marks. One mark for the understanding 
of the Multi-store Model of Memory (at the beginning and throughout 
the response regarding the short term and long term stores), and one 
for exemplification of how the Multi-store Model of Memory can be 
used to explain the scenario.
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Question 8 (b)

Q8b required candidates to identify a strength and weakness of Pablo’s investigation for two 
marks (AO2) and then fully justify the strength and weakness for a further two marks (AO3).

The best responses identified a relevant strength and weakness and fully justified them. 
Weaker responses tended to identify the strength/weakness only or give generic statements.

Candidates found it difficult to reach the higher marks on this question, with them not 
generally elaborating their strength or weakness sufficiently: this should be a focus in future 
series’ for centres.
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This response was awarded 2 marks. The 'strength' is not rewardable 
in this response. Two marks for the 'weakness' for identification of a 
relevant weakness, in context, with appropriate justification.
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Question 9 (a)

Question 9a required candidates to show understanding of the capacity of the short-term 
memory for one mark (AO1) and then exemplify this to the scenario involving Nishka for one 
mark (AO2).

The best responses showed understanding of the capacity of short-term memory and then 
applied this to the scenario in a relevant way. Weaker responses gave understanding of the 
capacity of short-term memory only.

Candidates found this question very accessible, in general, with the most usual mark being 
two out of a possible two. Where candidates scored one, it was usually for the AO1 mark 
only.

This response was awarded 2 marks. One mark for understanding of 
the capacity of short-term memory, and one for exemplification of this 
to the scenario.
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Question 9 (b)

Question 9b required candidates to identify an improvement for Nishka’s study, for one 
mark, and then fully justify the improvement, for one mark.

The best responses offered a relevant improvement and then provided full justification for 
how this could improve her study. Weaker responses identified an improvement only or 
suggested inappropriate improvements.

Candidates found it difficult on this question to suggest an appropriate improvement and 
then elaborate on it for the two available marks, with most not gaining any credit.

This response was awarded 2 marks. One mark for identification of an 
appropriate improvement, and one for justification of the 
improvement.
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Question 10

Q10 required candidates to give a conclusion, using the information provided and then justify 
the conclusion using data from Table 2.

The best responses gave a conclusion and supporting evidence, whereas weaker responses 
gave a conclusion only.

Candidates generally either did very well on this question or did not understand it, with the 
most usual marks being zero or two.

This response was awarded 2 marks. One mark for identification of an 
appropriate conclusion, and one for justification of the improvement 
through analysis/interpretation.
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Question 11

Q11 required candidates to state two symptoms of unipolar depression for two marks.

The best responses stated two symptoms correctly. Weaker responses gave one symptom 
only.

Candidates did extremely well on this question, with the vast majority obtaining full marks.

This response was awarded 2 marks. Two marks for accurate 
statement of each symptom.
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Question 12

Q12 required candidates to describe one way mental health problems affect society, for two 
marks.

The best responses suggested a relevant way that mental health problems affect society and 
then developed this fully. Weaker responses briefly described one way, but provided no 
development beyond their initial idea.

There was a fairly good split across the mark range for this question, with the most frequent 
marks being one and two. Candidates who were able to elaborate appropriately, were 
rewarded for doing so.

This response was awarded 2 marks. Two marks for a description of 
how mental health problems affect society.

20GCSE Psychology 1PS0 01



Question 13 (a)

Q13a required candidates to show understanding of how drugs can be used for addiction, for 
one mark (AO1) and apply this in a relevant and appropriate way to the scenario for one 
mark (AO2).

The best responses showed understanding of how drugs could be used for addiction and 
then exemplified this to the scenario. Weaker responses either focussed on how drugs could 
be used for addiction or applied the use of drugs to the scenario only.

The most frequent mark on this question was one, with this generally for the application 
only, of the use of drug treatment.

This response was awarded 2 marks. One mark for accurate 
understanding of drugs for addiction, and one for exemplification to 
the scenario.
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Question 13 (b)

Question 13b required candidates to identify two weaknesses of using drugs for Claire’s 
addiction for two marks (AO2), and then justify these for a further two marks (AO3).

The best responses gave two relevant weaknesses of using drugs for Claire’s addiction and 
then justified these fully. Weaker responses tended to identify the weaknesses only or gave 
generic statements.

This question showed effective discrimination between candidates, with performance across 
the full mark range, which was encouraging, given past performance on similar questions. 
The advance information may have helped candidates.

This response was awarded 4 marks. Two marks are given for the first 
weakness, for identification of a relevant weakness in context with 
appropriate justification. Two marks for the second weakness, for 
identification of a relevant weakness in context with appropriate 
justification.
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Question 14 (a)

Q14a required candidates to give a conclusion in relation to the data in Table 3 for the first 
mark, and then justify their conclusion using data from the table for the second mark.

The best responses identified a relevant conclusion, most frequently focussed on how 
convinced they were of CBT helping with their depression, then fully justified this using data.

Weaker responses gave a conclusion only, or did not give a relevant conclusion and only 
repeated information from the table.

Candidates’ marks were fairly evenly split across the mark range for this question, with those 
who only gave a conclusion receiving fewer marks than those who could also support this 
with appropriate evidence.

This response was awarded 2 marks. One mark for an appropriate 
conclusion, and one for justification through analysis/interpretation.
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Question 14 (b)

Q14b required candidates to identify a relevant improvement for Josh’s investigation for the 
first mark, and then justify their improvement for a second mark.

The best responses suggested an appropriate improvement and then fully justified this. 
Weaker responses gave an improvement only or suggested an inappropriate improvement.

This was another improvement question with which candidates generally found difficulty, but 
performance on this was the best across the paper with many able to suggest an appropriate 
improvement, but unable to elaborate appropriately.

This response was awarded 2 marks. One mark for identification of a 
relevant improvement (control group), and one for justification of the 
improvement identified.
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Question 15

Q15 required candidates to show understanding of Caspi et al. (2003) for one mark (AO1), 
and apply this in a relevant way to the scenario for one mark (AO2).

The best responses demonstrated an accurate understanding from Caspi’s study, focussing 
on the short version of the gene combined with stressful life events, and then applied this in 
a relevant way to the scenario given. Weaker responses gave incomplete or vague 
information from Caspi’s study and/or applied the study to the scenario only.

There was a mixed performance on this question, with candidates’ marks split fairly evenly 
across the full mark range.

This response was awarded 2 marks. One mark for Caspi’s findings, 
and one for exemplification of how Caspi et al. (2003) can be used to 
explain the scenario.
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Question 16

Q16 required candidates to state two processes that occur in synaptic functioning for two 
marks.

The best responses gave two processes from synaptic functioning, whereas weaker 
responses gave one process or gave inaccurate information.

Candidate responses to this question were mixed, with many gaining at least one of the two 
marks, and a larger proportion gaining two marks. Some found it difficult to access this 
question though, therefore this could be a focus for centres supporting candidates for future 
series’.

This response was awarded 2 marks. One mark for accurate statement 
of each process.
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Question 17

Q17 required candidates to complete the boxes with the correct areas of the brain.

The best responses gave the two areas of the brain accurately. Weaker responses gave one 
area accurately or gave both inaccurately.

The most usual mark was two for this question, but some candidates, similar to Q16, found it 
difficult to access this question; again could be a focus for future series’.

This response was awarded 2 marks. One mark for accurate 
completion of each box.
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Question 18 (a)

Question 18a required candidates to show understanding of Sperry (1968) for one mark 
(AO1), and exemplify this to the scenario involving Hina for one mark (AO2).

The best responses showed relevant understanding of Sperry’s research and then applied 
this to the scenario in an appropriate way.

Weaker responses either showed understanding of Sperry’s research or applied it to the 
scenario involving Hina. The weakest responses only gave an inaccurate guess regarding 
Hina.

The full mark range was fairly evenly split for this question, with those gaining one mark 
generally for the application only.

This response was awarded 2 marks. One mark for accurate 
understanding of Sperry (1968), and one mark for exemplification to 
the scenario.
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Question 18 (b)

Q18b required candidates to identify two weaknesses of using Sperry (1968) for what Hina 
was likely to say in the scenario, for two marks (AO2), and then fully justify the weaknesses 
for two further marks (AO3).

The best responses provided two accurate weaknesses and then fully justified them in 
relation to the scenario. Weaker responses tended to identify the weaknesses only, gave 
generic information, or gave inaccurate information regarding Sperry’s research and tried to 
apply this to the scenario.

As with questions like this in previous series’, candidates found difficulty with the demands of 
this question in general, with many generic responses. Evaluative skills in relation to an 
unseen stimulus should be a focus for centres supporting candidates for future series’.

This response was awarded 1 mark. The strength was generic so 
received no credit. The weakness was awarded one mark for 
identification of a weakness in context. More was needed for the 
justification mark.
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Question 19 (a)

Question 19a required candidates to show understanding of research evidence regarding sex 
differences in lateralisation for one mark (AO1), and exemplify this to the scenario for one 
mark (AO2).

The best responses gave specific research evidence and showed good understanding, most 
commonly focussing on sex differences in lateralisation, and then applied this to the scenario 
in a relevant and appropriate way. Weaker responses applied research to the scenario only or 
gave unsubstantiated guesses of what would happen in the scenario.

The most frequent mark for this question was one, generally for the application only.

This response was awarded 1 mark. One mark for exemplification to 
the scenario.
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Question 19 (b)

Q19b required candidates to identify a relevant improvement for Josh’s investigation for the 
first mark, and then justify how this would improve his study for the second available mark.

The best responses gave a suitable improvement and then went on to explain fully how this 
would improve his study into sex differences in spatial ability. Weaker responses either 
identified a relevant improvement only, or suggested an inappropriate improvement for his 
investigation.

There were many candidates who were able to obtain a mark for an improvement, usually 
focussed on the single male and female participant, but very few were able to elaborate in 
order to receive full marks.

This response was awarded 2 marks. One mark for identification of a 
relevant improvement for the investigation, and one for justification of 
the improvement.
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Question 20

Question 20 required candidates to give a conclusion for the first mark, and then justify the 
conclusion given through analysis/interpretation from the graph.

The best responses gave an appropriate conclusion and supported this with relevant 
evidence from the graph. Weaker responses either gave a conclusion only or only stated 
information shown in the graph, with no conclusion present.

The most frequent mark was two for this question, achieved by those candidates able to give 
a conclusion and support it appropriately, using the evidence.

This response was awarded 2 marks. One mark for an appropriate 
conclusion (at the end), and one for justification through 
analysis/interpretation (at the beginning).
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Question 21

Q21 required candidates to define the term for one mark.

The best responses gave an appropriate conclusion, frequently using an example in addition. 
Weaker responses tended to give vague statements, with little relevance to the question 
asked.

The majority of candidates were able to gain one mark for giving an appropriate definition 
for this question.

This response was awarded 1 mark. One mark for an accurate 
definition of the term 'society'.
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Question 22

Q22 required candidates to describe the difference between obedience and conformity for 
two marks.

The best responses gave explicit difference between the terms, using connectives such as 
‘whereas’ or ‘however’. Weaker responses gave two separate definitions (this was an implicit 
comparison, gaining one mark), or gave incorrect or tautological definitions.

The majority of candidates obtained at least one mark, with the most frequent mark being 
two.

This response was awarded 2 marks. Two marks for description of the 
difference between the terms using connectives.
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Question 24 (a)

Q24a required candidates to identify two findings that Adam may discover regarding the 
participants’ reaction to the authority figure, for two marks (AO2), and then justify this, using 
research evidence for a further two marks (AO3).

The best responses gave two clear findings that were appropriately applied to the scenario 
and then fully justified these, using relevant research evidence, most commonly Milgram’s 
research into obedience to authority.

Weaker responses generally gave two findings only or gave inappropriate suggestions for the 
scenario.

Candidates tended to respond well, in general, to this question, achieving a spread of marks 
across the full range. Usually, candidates obtained two marks, generally one mark for each 
finding or two marks for one finding, using appropriate research evidence.
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This response was awarded 4 marks. Two marks for the first finding for 
identification of the finding (at the end) and justification of the finding 
through research evidence (at the beginning), and two marks for the 
second finding for identification of the finding (at the end) and 
justification of the finding through research evidence (at the 
beginning).
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Question 24 (b)

Q24b required candidates to identify two improvements that Adam could make to his study 
for two marks, and then justify how these would improve his study for a further two marks.

The best responses gave two relevant, suitable improvements for his study and then fully 
justified how these would have improved his research into the influence of authority figures.

Weaker responses only focussed on identifying the improvements only, or gave 
inappropriate suggestions for how he could improve his study.

Candidates found it difficult to suggest two relevant improvements and elaborate on them 
appropriately, with very few obtaining three or four marks. The vast majority of candidates 
obtained marks at the lower end of the mark range for this question.

This response was awarded 4 marks. Two marks for the first 
improvement for identification of the improvement and justification, 
and two marks for the second improvement for identification of the 
improvement and justification.
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Question 25

Q25 required candidates to show understanding of how personality affects conformity to 
majority influence, for one mark (AO1), and exemplify this to the scenario for one mark 
(AO2).

The best responses gave accurate, clear understanding of how personality factors affect 
conformity, most commonly locus of control, and went on to apply this to the scenario in a 
relevant and appropriate way.

Weaker responses focussed on application only, or gave inappropriate suggestions for the 
scenario.

Candidates generally found it difficult to suggest how personality affects conformity to 
majority influence appropriately. This factor affecting conformity should be a focus for 
centres helping to support candidates in future series’.

This response was awarded 2 marks. One mark for understanding of 
how personality affects conformity to majority influence and one mark 
for exemplification of this to the scenario.
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Question 26

Q26 required candidates to show understanding of Haney et al. (1973) for one mark (AO1), 
and apply their understanding of the study to the scenario for one mark (AO2).

The best responses gave clear, accurate understanding of the study, usually focussing on 
deindividuation most commonly, and then exemplified this to the scenario regarding the 
office staff.

Weaker responses tended to focus on the application of the study only, or gave inappropriate 
suggestions regarding what Casey is likely to find regarding the sales calls by the staff 
members.

Performance was evenly split between the available marks for this question, with the 
majority gaining at least one mark, which was generally for the application to the scenario. 
Those candidates who obtained two marks were also able to show an understanding of the 
study.
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This response was awarded 2 marks. One mark for understanding of 
Haney et al. (1973) (at the end), and one mark for exemplification to 
the scenario (at the beginning).
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Question 27

Q27 required candidates to assess how psychological understanding of the brain has 
changed over time, with reference to the scenario involving soldiers and case studies of 
brain-damaged patients.

This was an extended open response question, with the ‘ Assess ’ taxonomy which targets 
AO1, AO2 and AO3 content.

AO1 was looking for knowledge and understanding of how psychological understanding of 
the brain has changed over time
AO2 was for application to the scenario
AO3 was analysis and evaluation of how psychological understanding of the brain has 
changed over time, leading to judgements/conclusions of how useful they would be for 
the scenario given about soldiers and case studies of brain-damaged patients.

Assessment of this question was through a levels-based mark scheme where a ‘ best-fit ’ 
approach was used; deciding which level most closely describes the quality of the answer.

Each AO was judged separately and where the components met the requirement for the level 
fully (and perhaps has elements of the level above), then marks were awarded at the top of 
the level. Where the components met the level but barely, marks are awarded at the bottom 
end of the level. When a response was imbalanced (ie one or more AOs were stronger than 
another) a compromise was found. Consideration was also given regarding this question 
requiring balance between the AOs (AO1 3, AO2 3, AO3 3).

Candidates appeared more prepared than usual for this question, perhaps due to the 
advance information. However, the question still differentiated appropriately because the 
quality of candidate responses varied considerably.

The best responses tended to focus on research from their course, such as Phineas Gage and 
Sperry, and some used case studies beyond the specification which was acceptable, such as 
H.M. The best responses balanced the AOs effectively, with weaker responses lacking in the 
amount of content, which hindered depth and also lacked AO3 material, in particular.

Whilst the level of performance for this question was better than in previous series’, 
candidates still found it difficult to reach the higher marks in the range. Most marks were 
spread between 1-6 when candidates attempted the essay, with only the minority in the top 
band. This was largely due to a lack of AO3 material and balance in the essays, which can be 
a focus for centres to help support candidates with for future series’.
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This response was awarded: Level 2 – 5 marks.

The AO1 demonstrates mostly accurate understanding of some 
relevant psychological ideas (level 2), AO2 applies understanding to 
elements in the context of the question, with some logical links and 
connections made (level 2), and AO3 deconstructs relevant 
psychological ideas using mostly logical chains of reasoning. An 
imbalanced argument that synthesises mostly relevant understanding 
but not entirely coherently, leading to judgements that are supported 
by evidence occasionally (level 2).
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Question 28

Q28 was a synoptic essay that required candidates to assess the band’s behaviour, using two 
areas of psychology that they had studied. This was an extended open response question 
with the ‘Assess’ taxonomy which targets AO1, AO2 and AO3 content.

AO1 was looking for knowledge and understanding of psychological content
AO2 was for application to the scenario
AO3 was analysis and evaluation of the psychological content, leading to 
judgements/conclusions of how useful it would be for the scenario given about the band’s 
behaviour.

Each AO was judged separately and where the components met the requirement for the level 
fully (and perhaps has elements of the level above), then marks were awarded at the top of 
the level. Where the components met the level but barely, marks are awarded at the bottom 
end of the level. When a response was imbalanced (ie one or more AOs were stronger than 
another) a compromise was found. Consideration was also given regarding this question 
requiring balance between the AOs (AO1 3, AO2 3, AO3 3).

Candidates found this essay more accessible because they could choose what to offer and 
then apply it to the scenario. The most popular areas used were social (topic 5) and memory 
(topic 2) but other areas were used accurately and appropriately in addition.

The best responses attempted to give some AO3 material, as well as offering some 
understanding (AO1), and then applied this to the scenario involving the band (AO2). Weaker 
responses only focussed on a single topic (usually social influence) and made little or no 
attempt to develop their ideas beyond simplistic statements, with no AO3 offered.

Candidates performed similarly to previous series’, with the majority in marks between 1-6 
when they attempted the essay, with only a minority in the top band. In similarity with Q27, 
this was due to a lack of AO3 material and imbalance: candidates focussed largely on AO1 
and AO2 material, with varying degrees of success.
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This response was awarded: Level 3 – 7 marks.

The AO1 just about demonstrates accurate and thorough knowledge 
and understanding of relevant psychological ideas (bottom level 3), 
AO2 Applies understanding to elements in the context of the question 
to provide sustained linkage and logical connections throughout (level 
3), and the AO3 just about deconstructs relevant psychological ideas 
using logical chains of reasoning. A balanced, well-developed argument 
that synthesises relevant understanding coherently. Judgements are 
supported by evidence throughout (bottom level 3).
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

Continue to prepare appropriately for the knowledge and understanding based questions, 
although in future series the advance information may not help support them with 
targeted revision.
Make sure they consider both understanding and application when there is a stimulus for 
the questions that require AO1 and AO2 material.
Elaborate fully for strengths and weaknesses and ensure that these are not generic and 
relate explicitly to the unseen stimulus material provided.
Use a conclusion in the first instance and then support this with appropriate evidence 
from the unseen stimulus when being asked for a conclusion in relation to a source.
Consider appropriate improvements for investigations that are fully elaborated with the 
reason why their suggestion would improve the study in a relevant way.
Prepare appropriately for extended responses and ensure they include enough AO3 
material and provide a balance between the AOs within their response.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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