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Introduction

On this paper, candidates were assessed on their ability to communicate effectively through 
writing in French.

They were expected to write effectively for a variety of purposes across a range of specified 
contexts and to show competency in several areas:

Communication for different purposes and in different settings to interest, inform and 
convince:

to describe and narrate in short and more extended texts in a clear and coherent way to 
convey meaning, give information, present facts, key points, express and justify ideas and 
opinions;
translate a passage.

Language:

write simple sentences in familiar language and use a variety of vocabulary and 
grammatical structures with some complexity accurately and fluently;
use present, past and future tenses;
use appropriate style and register.

The paper

The assessment time was one hour and twenty minutes.
The use of dictionaries was not permitted.
The instructions to candidates were all in French.

The questions

There were two open questions and a translation from English to French.
Candidates had to answer all questions with two questions presenting two options.
Recommended word counts were specified for each open question.
Each question was set in a context drawn from the themes and topics.
Tasks featured general content that was familiar and accessible to all candidates.
The length required of each response and the complexity of language increased across the 
paper.
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Assessment

The paper was out of 60 marks.

Candidates’ ability was assessed as follows:

question 1: convey information, narrate, express opinions, interest and convince. 
Candidates had to use the informal register. This question was common to the foundation 
tier;
question 2: convey information. Candidates had to use the formal register;
question 3: translate a short passage from English to French. The individual sentences 
were ordered in increasing level of difficulty.

Candidates were not penalised for exceeding or falling short of the word limit or for going 
beyond the mandatory bullet points.
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Question 1 (a)

This question had the theme of School and the topic of my school. Candidates were given 
four bullet points on which to write an article. The question had to be answered using 
present, past and future time frames.

This question was more popular than its counterpart, probably due to the nature of the 
topic. The bullet points were answered successfully by most candidates with some very 
interesting and mature submissions. The best ones avoided lists of subjects, rooms in the 
school, items of uniform. Some candidates varied their answers by giving someone else’s 
opinion on uniform as well as their own, which was a nice touch. Each bullet point afforded 
candidates the opportunity to give quite individual answers and a broad range of ideas. 
Idioms were used well such as ‘ce n’est pas ma tasse de thé, si j’avais le choix, si on me 
demandait, je dirais que’ etc.

Those who didn’t score highly frequently confused tenses in bullet point 3 and gave a limited 
range of structures and vocabulary. This along with incorrect adjective agreements and 
genders, often prevented candidates from reaching the higher marks on the linguistic 
knowledge and accuracy mark grid. The word ‘uncomfortable’ was frequently used to 
describe uniform.
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CC 12 marks

KLA 8 marks

This candidate has had a valiant attempt at this question and has not 
only answered all the bullet points clearly and with development, but 
has included some lovely touches such as 'j'ai hâte d'y aller' and 'si on 
me demandait mon avis'. There is slight hesitation over 'et les jeunes', 
but this and any other errors which occur don't hinder clarity. The 
language is solid in every way with complex constructions eg 'non 
seulement....mais aussi' etc. apart from a couple of slips, but it doesn't 
have to be perfect to score full marks.

As this piece scores full marks, there is little one can advise except 
possibly just reading through forensically to make sure such mistakes 
as 'd'autres n'aime pas ça' and 'et les jeunes' are avoided.
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CC 8 marks

KLA 5 marks

This piece is quite mixed in its success. All bullet points are addressed 
with development though the last one breaks down and words such as 
'marrant' and 'intends' hinder clarity and communication. Tenses are 
quite secure and there are some nice touches with 'si on me 
demandait mon avis' and 'tasse du thé' (sic). However the sentence 
'mon école et moi sommes allés une visite scolaire au le musée' shows 
a lack of basic syntax.

Candidates such as this one would be advised to make sure they leave 
enough time to read through carefully and make sure sentences make 
sense especially for example the last one and 'mon école et moi 
sommes allés une visite scolaire au le musée', as this would lift the 
piece into the higher boxes in both mark grids.
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CC 5 marks

KLA 3 marks

In this piece one can work out the message for bullet point one even 
though the language isn't equal to it. There is a nice touch in bullet 
point two about the survey, but bullet point three isn't in the past. 
There is some effective use of language, but English interference such 
as 'east, student, workout' detract from the message. There is an 
attempt at higher level language with the use of 'bien que', but it isn't 
well constructed and a basic French phrase such as 'c'est' is replaced 
by 'il y a' whilst 'trop' is used instead of 'beaucoup'.

Candidates such as this one would be well advised to make sure they 
know basic verbs in the present and past tenses and basic vocabulary 
well. It may be a good idea to write in a simpler way to get these basics 
right and so communicate effectively.
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Question 1 (b)

The theme of this question was Local area, holiday and travel and the topic of my area. 
Candidates were given four bullet points on which to write an article. The question had to be 
answered using present, past and future time frames.

Each bullet point gave candidates the opportunity to give quite individual answers and a 
broad range of ideas. For the first bullet point many candidates not only gave a description of 
their area, but also their opinion thereby developing the point naturally.

The second bullet point was answered very well by many candidates with some mentioning 
the environment, which was a perfectly relevant development.

The fourth bullet point was answered in a creative way quite often with explanations of why a 
candidate wanted to live in a certain place, relating it to holidays or jobs, whilst still keeping 
the response relevant. There were also some nice phrases such as ‘ce n’est pas mon truc’.

The less successful didn’t vary their structures enough to be able to access the top band of 
the linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid. Also perfect tense errors detracted from the 
messages candidates tried to convey for the third bullet point.
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CC 12 marks

KLA 7 marks

This piece is very competent communicating all bullet points effectively 
and developing each one. It therefore sits very well in the top box for 
communication and content. The mistakes such as 'ce trouve, aux côté 
de la mer' and 'j'aimée' just brings the linguistic knowledge and 
accuracy mark down slightly.

There is little one can advise for candidates such as this, who clearly 
are comfortable with the language except to make sure to check all 
spellings, since one would think the candidate would ordinarily know 
how to spell the misspelt words.
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CC 7 marks

KLA 5 marks

All bullet points are covered in this piece with some development. 
There is a nice touch about Morocco and the mother's opinion. Mostly 
the language is effective and although the perfect tense is not secure, 
one can tell from the acute accent that the candidate is writing in the 
past. There are attempts at linkage and higher level language such as 'il 
pleut des cordes', but it is misspelt as are a few words.

This candidate clearly had a good understanding of what was required, 
but needs to make sure that the perfect tense is more secure and that 
spellings of basic words and phrases are known. This would elevate the 
piece into the higher boxes of both mark grids.
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CC 3 marks

KLA 2 marks

This candidate has addressed all the bullet points albeit not in a very 
coherent way at times. It is only clear that bullet point three has been 
answered in the past due to the time frame indicator. There is limited 
adaptation of language and many mistakes in spelling and syntax, 
which make it difficult to decipher.

Candidates such as this need to make sure they learn basic 
syntactically correct sentences they can adapt to any topic and practise 
them. Knowledge of basic verbs in the three tenses is essential as well 
as basic vocabulary.
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Question 2 (a)

This question had the theme of Identity and Culture and the topic of celebrations, and was 
more popular than its counterpart probably due to the nature of the topic. Candidates were 
given four bullet points on which to write an article. They had to write 130 – 150 words. The 
question had to be answered using present, past and future time frames.

Answers to this question were very individual when done well and included details of how 
candidates celebrate different events. There were some lively, creative and fluent 
submissions, neatly structured into paragraphs with excellent opinions, which indicated an 
enjoyment on the part of the candidate in answering this question. Frequent answers to the 
last bullet point was about arranging a party for the candidate’s mother. There was some 
excellent language used in answers including the subjunctive: ‘bien que ce soit, il faut que je 
fasse’ with the less comfortable candidates using these too.

Where candidates didn’t answer so well, this was due to a lack of more complex structures 
and uncommon vocabulary. The second bullet point posed some difficulty for a few 
candidates, as they struggled to explain the importance of celebrating events if they didn’t 
have the language to do so. There was a certain amount of repetition, where candidates for 
the first bullet point gave a reason why they enjoyed celebrating their favourite event and 
then repeated this for bullet point two.

Frequent errors included the past participle of ‘recevoir’.
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CC 12 marks

KLA 8 marks

This candidate has had a valiant attempt at this question. All bullet 
points are addressed with development and there is some nice 
individual information such as the reference to the traditional family 
visit to the beach. There is mostly effective adaptation of language but 
some blips such as 'j'aime passé', so it cannot be placed in the top box 
for communication and content. Tenses are solid on the whole though 
the imperfect is used instead of the perfect eg 'nous mangeions', and 
there are attempts at higher level language though these are not 
always accurate eg 'quelque chose important', and there are numerous 
spelling mistakes eg 'j'ai celebré, tous le monde' etc. Therefore this 
candidate doesn't show complete ease with the language and so the 
piece cannot be awarded a mark in the top box of the mark grid for 
linguistic knowledge and accuracy.

A highly competent piece, which could score marks in the top boxes of 
both mark grids if candidates such as this checked what they had 
written forensically, which means perhaps pronouncing a word to link 
that with the placement of accents as in 'célébré' or thinking through 
'tout le monde' ie that 'monde' is masculine singular and therefore it 
must be 'tout' rather than 'tous'. Also checking simple spellings to 
make sure 'j'aime passer' is written instead of 'j'aime passé'.
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CC 10 marks

KLA 7 marks

This candidate has had a very good attempt at this question answering 
all the bullet points with development albeit with a little repetition: 
'j'aime passer du temps avec ma famille'. There is mostly effective 
adaptation of language though a few blips: 'apres ma maison' and 'on 
peut apprendrons'. Quite a few verbs are secure though conjugations 
of 'recevoir' are unstable and there are mistakes in spellings of 
standard words such as 'deliceaux'.

Candidates such as this one would be well advised to make sure they 
are sure of basic vocabulary and their spellings such as 'près de' and 
'délicieux'. Also in checking what has been written, make sure it makes 
sense so as to avoid such phrases as 'je suis allé le maison de mes 
grandparents', where both the gender of 'maison' and the lack of the 
preposition 'à' would probably be spotted by the candidate and 
therefore avoided.
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CC 5 marks

KLA 3 marks

This candidate has addressed all the bullet points and developed 
them. There are some nice touches such as 'inoubliable' and 
'incroyable', but also repetition: 'passer du temps'. There is however 
varying degrees of success in communicating the bullet points with 
much ambiguity eg 'vous vous celebrer' and the anglicism 'ma 
meilleure amie et voir contente' as well as incorrect tense use for 
bullet point three. The language is well constructed in some places, but 
in others syntax is incorrect eg 'parce que donner et recever des 
cadeaux' and there is much misspelling and incorrect genders such as 
'ton famille'.
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Candidates such as this one would be well advised to make sure they 
are able to spell basic words and know their genders as well as learn 
complex constructions that they can use for different topics, practising 
them throughout Year 11, so as to be confident in using them 
effectively in the exam rather than having to think on the spot and use 
anglicisms.
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Question 2 (b)

This question dealt with the theme of Future aspirations, study and work, and the topic of 
working as a volunteer. Candidates were given four bullet points within the context of writing 
a letter to an organisation applying to become a volunteer. They had to write 130 – 150 
words. The question had to be answered using present, past and future time frames.

Centres seemed to have prepared candidates well for this topic area; there was detailed 
narration of previous work they had done whether relating to volunteering or other jobs. 
Some candidates took the opportunity to comment on the state of the world – 
homelessness, the environment etc. Successful candidates displayed an impressive range of 
uncommon vocabulary: ‘faire du bénévolat, aider les défavorisés, les sans-abris, il faut être 
débrouillard, avoir besoin de’ etc. and complex structures such as ‘après avoir/être, en’ + 
present participle, ‘avant de, afin de, bien que, venir de’ + infinitive and ‘depuis’ were used 
widely.

Where candidates lacked the topic specific vocabulary, there was a lot of English interference. 
For the second bullet point more personal structures such as ‘tu dois être gentil, tu dois avoir 
ambition’ were used instead of impersonal constructions such as ‘il faut’ or even ‘on doit’ or 
‘un bon volontaire est’.
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CC 11 marks

KLA 8 marks

This is a very good attempt. All bullet points are addressed with 
development. There are some nice touches about languages and not 
focussing on oneself. There are a few moments of lack of clarity eg 'j'ai 
résigné'. Tenses are for the most part secure apart from 'certains dit' 
and 'je dire' and there are attempts at complex language such as 'bien 
que, si on me demandait' and 'grâce à' though the latter is misspelt. 
Some phrases are clearly known but are not executed correctly: 'si on 
mes reves realisant' and 'on ne pas tasse de thé'.
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Clearly a competent piece, but just misses the mark due to errors in 
complex language and verbs. Candidates such as this one would be 
well advised to tighten up these errors by practising complex 
structures regularly in essays, so that they become second nature by 
the time they sit the exam. Checking thoroughly what they have 
written to avoid errors in basic verbs such as 'dire' would raise the level 
of the piece.

32GCSE French 1FR0 4H



33 GCSE French 1FR0 4H



34GCSE French 1FR0 4H



CC 7 marks

KLA 4 marks

This candidate has attempted all the bullet points and developed 
them. This piece has some lovely original ideas. The last two 
paragraphs are at a better level than the first two. English interference 
and use of 'dire' instead of 'devoir' hinders clarity, but tenses are 
secure in places. There are some attempts at complex language such 
as 'bien que' which is successful, but equally some phrases where 
correct syntax is an issue: 'ne vain pas, bien que les aider des autres 
gens'.

Candidates such as this one, whose ideas are original and therefore 
good to be able to communicate effectively, need to make sure that 
where they aren't sure of a word in French, they try to find another 
word. Familiarising themselves with basic syntax to avoid such phrases 
as 'ne vain pas' and more complex ones eg 'bien que les aider des 
autres gens' would ensure a more accurate piece and therefore lift the 
marks into higher boxes in both mark grids.
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CC 6 marks

KLA 3 marks

All bullet points are addressed and there is development. However 
some of it is quite difficult to decipher such as the last couple of lines 
and English interference of 'emergencie' hinders communication as do 
phrases such as 'les qualités nécessaire sont grande et petit enneyeux, 
parce que assez fantastique' and 'je voudrais l'economiser energie 
dans ma cher'. Present and perfect tense verbs are not always secure 
eg 'je doit, je suis fait' though the future is better.
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This piece could be lifted if candidates such as this one honed their 
skill in basic syntax so that they can communicate their messages 
effectively. Learning basic verbs such as 'devoir' and 'faire' in the 
present and perfect tenses would also ensure the piece is more 
accurate and therefore can be awarded a higher mark for linguistic 
knowledge and accuracy.
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Question 3

This question addressed the theme of Identity and Culture and the topic of my passion. 
Candidates had to translate a passage from English to French.

Some candidates manipulated language to write a very accurate translation. Others, who 
had gaps in their vocabulary knowledge, offered close alternatives: ‘prendre part à’ for 
‘participer’, ‘je rêve de/mon rêve est de’ for ‘mon ambition est de’ rather than omitting parts 
of the text, which meant they still managed to communicate the passage.

The areas which appeared the most challenging were tournament, most thinking this is a 
cognate, by practising (some circumvented the latter by using ‘si je pratique…’), améliorer, 
joueur/jeu, mois, member, gagner’ and ‘espérer’ was often replaced with ‘rêver’.

10 marks

This is a very good attempt at the translation. The passage is fully 
communicated even though there are errors in words, but they don't 
detract from the communication. The use of 'pour pratiquer' however 
is not the same as 'en pratiquant' and therefore the piece is placed at 
the bottom end of the top box of the mark grid.
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The construction en + present participle is one which is often used in 
translation passages and therefore candidates are strongly advised to 
acquaint themselves with, and practise, it in their own writing, so as to 
feel comfortable with using the construction and to recognise it in a 
translation.
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8 marks

This is a very good attempt at the translation. Most of the passage is 
communicated, but some words are omitted such as friend and player 
with others being miscommunicated: 'équipe' instead of 'club', 'veux' 
instead of 'j'espère' and 'compétition' instead of 'tournoi'. The 
candidate clearly knows the construction en + present participle, but 
unfortunately, conjugated it with the wrong verb.

A good way of remedying missing words out that the candidate 
probably knows, is to break the passage down into words and phrases 
and tick them off, as they are translated. Similarly, to make sure that 
words are translated exactly, this may require closer and slower 
reading.

41 GCSE French 1FR0 4H



5 marks

This piece partially communicates the passage with words 
miscommunicated such as 'moins', 'jouer' and 'tornament'. The last 
sentence has English interference such as 'to take part'. Misspellings 
such as 'j'ai gagner' also detract from the translation.

Candidates such as this one would be well advised to learn the 
spellings of basic words such as 'mois‘, 'j'espère' and 'je peux'. Also 
when faced with a word they don't know, try to think of similar ones in 
English, so that if one thinks of 'to take part' in this way, one may think 
of participate and thereby arrive at 'participer'.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

make sure they know their tenses, particularly present and perfect;
make sure they leave enough time to check their answer for avoidable mistakes;
adhere to the word count;
aim to vary their structures in order to maximise their linguistic knowledge and accuracy 
mark;
for Q03, find other ways to convey expressions they don’t know in the translation to be 
able to gain marks for communicating the passage.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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